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Susan Stone co-chairs KJK’s Criminal Defense and Student & Athlete Defense /

Title IX Practice Group, alongside Kristina Supler. Susan represents students,

professionals, and families nationwide in high-stakes disciplinary proceedings,

criminal investigations, and related litigation.

Throughout her career, Susan has devoted her work to helping individuals in

crisis.  She is widely recognized across the country as a leading Title IX attorney

and is frequently retained during campus investigations and hearings and

often called in to manage university-level appeals, particularly in matters

involving serious criminal allegations. Certified in restorative justice, she is

skilled at guiding clients through informal resolutions, including mediation. Her

work includes representing Greek members in criminal hazing investigations,

and professionals accused of sexual harassment and assault, as well as

researchers and scientists facing research misconduct allegations by the

National Institute of Health and scientific publications.

Susan’s practice is national in scope. She routinely handles matters that

address parallel criminal charges with cases being adjudicated in

administrative hearings and in court. Susan represents both adults and

juveniles in cases involving offenses ranging from misdemeanors to serious

felonies. Susan is an experienced trial attorney and has served as first and

second chair in jury trials.

Drawing on her background in public relations and Certification in Crisis

Communication, Susan also co-leads KJK’s Reputation Management Practice,

helping individuals mitigate damage from false accusations or online

defamation and, when necessary, initiate defamation actions to protect their

academic and professional futures.

Susan is a published author and sought-after speaker on various issues. She has

presented widely on topics and is often consulted by families and mental

health professionals on complex school-related legal matters, including cases

involving criminal exposure. Her achievements have earned her recognition as

Best Lawyers in America® Education Lawyer of the Year 2022 and 2025, as well as

a 2026 Top 50 Women Ohio Super Lawyers honoree.

Outside of work, Susan enjoys traveling and exploring new cultures,

experimenting with new recipes in the kitchen, and spending quality time with

her husband, children and two dogs. She is also a certified yoga instructor and

incorporates mindfulness into her daily life.
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EDUCATION

Skidmore College, Certificate

of Completion, Restorative

Justice Training

Case Western Reserve

University School of Law, J.D.,

1991

Miami University, B.A.,

Speech Communication,

Political Science, 1988

PRACTICE
AREAS

Criminal

Defense

Litigation &

Arbitration

Student &

Athlete

Defense

BAR/COURT
ADMISSIONS

Ohio

U.S. District

Court, Northern

District of Ohio

U.S. Court of

Appeals, First

Circuit

REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE

Represented an individual in criminal jury trial, leading to a sentence of probation.

Successfully defended an individual indicted for rape and other felony offenses; obtained

dismissal of all charges.

Successfully prevailed in an expulsion hearing and kept student in school after serious

allegations of misconduct.

Obtained reversal of discipline sanction in housing misconduct matter.

Successfully defended a pre-med undergraduate student for alleged cheating on a

physics lab report and showed that the professor had made a critical error in basic

mathematics.

Won an appeal with the NCAA to allow a student to remove restriction on eligibility to

play football.

Successfully represented a professor who was falsely accused of violating Title IX by a

graduate student and obtained a finding of not responsible for all allegations.

Represented two students accused fraternal hazing; suspension avoided for both

individuals.

Achieved a result of not responsible in a case where a student was charged with sexual

assault and sexual harassment.

Successfully represented a graduate student who was charged with dating violence,

intimidation, stalking and sexual harassment. The student was found to be not

responsible for all counts.

Represented a student charged with multiple Title IX policy violations resulting in a

finding of not responsible.

Successfully prevailed in a sexual misconduct hearing; student was found not responsible.

Represented a student who was removed from a Veterinary Technician program

following the college’s failure to accommodate the student’s disability. Susan and Kristina

represented the student following this violation, resulting in the student being reinstated

with permission to complete the certification.

Negotiated no disciplinary action for a student accused of discriminatory harassment.

Represented a student accused of physical intimidation and assault who was facing

expulsion from their respective university, the case concluded with the student reinstated

and no adverse marks on their disciplinary or academic record.
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Successfully defended a student accused of Title IX non-consensual sexual intercourse;

student deemed not responsible, and the case was dismissed.

Defended a juvenile who was facing expulsion and legal repercussions for possession of

marijuana and paraphernalia on school grounds; effectively reversed the expulsion and

achieved dismissal of all charges.

Successfully represented a collegiate athlete accused of hazing; the student athlete was

able to avoid suspension and expulsion.

Represented a student athlete accused of sexual assault and relationship violence

resulting in the successful appeal of the student’s interim suspension. The student athlete

was able to return to the team, participate in graduation and attend classes.

After a lengthy multi-day hearing, Susan and Kristina were able to achieve a finding of not

responsible for their client who was accused of sexual contact without consent.

Represented multiple student complainants who were the victims of sexual assault and

dating violence, resulting in a finding of responsibility against the defendants.

Successfully defended a student athlete accused of cheating on a final examination

resulting in a finding of not responsible.

PRESENTATIONS & PUBLICATIONS

Selected Speaking Engagements

Strategies & Considerations for Effective Title IX Advocacy, Case Western Reserve

University, Jan. 2026

Protecting Your Student’s Future, Brookside Golf & Country Club, Columbus, Ohio, Nov.

2025

How Can Past Poor Decisions Affect College Admissions? with student advocates Susan

Stone and Kristina Supler, Tests and the Rest Podcast, May 2025

From Policy to Practice: Strengthening Anti-Hazing & Title IX Compliance, myLawCLE,

April 2025

Navigating the New Normal: Equipping Parents and Educators for Today’s Sexual

Landscape, National Sex Education Conference, Dec. 12, 2024

Considerations for Parents and Students Before Heading to College, College Autism

Summit, Oct. 14, 2024

Empowering Education: Redefining Discipline With Restorative Justice, National

Association of Community and Restorative Justice, July 31, 2024

Their Future Depends on You: Protecting and Preparing Your Students for Success,

Bernstein: Private Wealth Management, July 29, 2024

Title IX – What You Need to Know When Representing Students Involved in Sexual Assault

Cases On and Off Campus, The Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association, 2023

Psychology & The Law in the Time of Dobbs, The Ohio Psychological Association, 2023

Their Future Depends on You: Protecting & Preparing Your Student for Success, The

Country Club in Pepper Pike, Ohio, 2023

Educational Law: Considerations You Should Know, Cleveland Clinic Children’s Hospital

Pediatric Social Work Dept. and the Division of Developmental Pediatrics, 2022
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ADHD and Student Discipline: From Kindergarten Through College, CHADD Annual

International Conference on ADHD (Dallas, TX), Nov. 19, 2022

Understanding Sexuality and ASD: Considerations for College Students on the Autism

Spectrum, ATIXA (Orlando, FL), Oct. 19, 2022

A Comparative Analysis: Sexual Assault Cases in Court & on Campus, NACDL 2021 Annual

Defending Sex Cases Training Seminar, Nov. 18, 2021

Representing Juveniles and Young Adults in Educational and Delinquency Proceedings,

William K. Thomas Inn of Court, Nov. 10, 2021

Help!  My kids is getting in trouble at school and with the law.  What do I do? – State

Support Team Region 2’s Virtual Transition Fair, April 29, 2021

Healthy Sex Lives in College: How to Deal with Impulsivity, The 2020 Virtual International

Conference on ADHD, Nov. 7, 2020

Title IX: What Due Process Looks Like Now, National Association of Criminal Defense

Lawyers, May 27, 2020

Consent When the Bee Stings, Indiana University, March 26, 2020

Avoiding Title IX Allegations During Internships; Coronavirus, Kent State University, March

19, 2020

College Concerns: Helping Students With Disabilities Transition to College and Navigate

Campus Disciplinary Proceedings, COPAA National Conference, (Baltimore, MD), March 8,

2020

Don’t Rush In: The New Conversation Around Sex and Consent On Campus, Fraternal Law

Conference (Cincinnati, Ohio), Nov. 7, 2019

Changing the Conversation Around Sex & Consent, KJK College Kick-Off (Columbus, OH),

Sep. 12, 2019

504 Plan Eligibility and Accommodation Best Practices, National Business Institute

(Cleveland, OH), Sep. 12, 2019

College Concerns: Helping Students with ASD Navigate Campus Discipline Issues, 2019

Milestones National Autism Conference (Cleveland, OH), June 12, 2019

Defending Students in Title IX Proceedings, LACDL’s Jazz Fest (New Orleans), April 25, 2019

Cyberbullying and Threats: School Authority and Liability, National Business Institute

(Westlake, OH), Feb. 2019

The 8th Annual FACE Meet and Greet Private Weekend Event, FACE – Families

Advocating for Campus Equality(Cincinnati, OH), Nov. 2018

Title IX and Affirmative Action, Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer Inn of Courts (Columbus,OH),

Nov. 2018

Parallel Proceedings in Sexual Assault Cases: Finding Evidence and Avoiding

Incrimination, National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, Nov. 2018

How #MeToo and Title IX have Changed Campus Culture, Meritas Webinar, Sep. 2018

Forum on Higher Education: Crisis on Campus (Statesville, NC), The National Coalition for

Men Carolinas, Aug. 2018

Title IX for Criminal Defense Lawyers – Common Mistakes and Creative Strategies,

National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, July 2018
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https://iu.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/Sexual+ConsentA+Guest+Speakers+Kristina+Supler+and+Susan+Stone/1_6rt6l0rz
http://kjk.com/2020/03/20/kent-state-lecture-kristina-supler-susan-stone/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdpCluMHKDM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/forum-on-higher-education-crisis-on-campus-statesville-nc-tickets-46697738192


Handling the School Investigative Process, Fourth Annual Symposium on Representing

Students Accused of Sexual Assault, March 2018

Manifestation Determination Reviews (MDRs): Did the Disability Cause the Behavior?, Special

Education Law: The Ultimate Guide, March 2018

National Business Institute, School Law: Social Media and Apps, Cyberbullying, Privacy and

other Technology Issues, Feb. 2018

National Business Institute, Student Records: Legal Requirements You Need to Know (FERPA)

, Dec. 2017

Restorative Justice – a better alternative to the Title IX Hearing Process, Title IX

ExecuSummit, July 2017

A School of Options: How an attorney and advocate can open doors to new services for

your child, International Dyslexia Association of Northern Ohio, Notre Dame College, Nov.

2016

How to Prevent a Title IX Lawsuit, Title IX ExecuSummit, July 2016

Women in Leadership, Cleveland Jewish News, Eton, Feb. 2016

Wrongful Imprisonment Settlement Interview, WEWS, Feb. 2016

Top 10 Tips for Parents, Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities,

Independence Civic Theater, Nov. 2014

IEP Process – Protecting your Child’s Rights in School, Protecting your Special Needs

Child, South Pointe Hospital, Oct. 2012

 

Selected Articles and Publications

Herbenick, D., Stone, S. C., & Supler, K. W. (2023). Yes, Your Kid: What Parents Need to

Know About Today’s Teens and Sex. BenBella Books.

Stone, S., & Supler, K. (n.d.). Understanding individualized education plans and 504 plans.

Autism Advocate Parenting Magazine, Issue 44, 29–31.

Lessons for Parents About the Risks Their Children Face on Social Media, Smart Business

Magazine, Feb. 2018

Restorative justice Conflict resolution program could be used to resolve workplace issues, 

Smart Business Magazine, Oct. 2017

Ohio’s Campus Disruption Act: Students beware, Crain’s Cleveland Business, April 2017

Swimming in Difference Ponds Navigating the Criminal and Civil Aspects of Campus Sexual

Misconduct Proceedings, Bar Journal of the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association,

September 2016

Drinking in college can lead to Title IX charges, Cleveland Jewish News, Aug. 2016

Do’s and don’ts of social media, SHE In The CLE, April 2016

Understanding Alphabet Soup: A Guide to the Special Education Process, Northeast Ohio

Parent LiveSpecial Resource Guide, Summer 2015

Title IX: Addressing Sexual Discrimination and Violence in Schools, Law You Can Use, Ohio

State Bar Association, July 2015
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https://www.nbi-sems.com/ProductDetails/Special-Education-Law-The-Ultimate-Guide/OnDemand-Audio/78316SADM?N=0&searchTerm=susan%20stone
https://www.nbi-sems.com/ProductDetails/Student-Records-Legal-Requirements-You-Need-to-Know/MP3-Download/77680DADM?N=64014%2B64542%2B63981%2B4294966467
https://www.clevelandjewishnews.com/features/multimedia/local_videos/women-in-leadership/youtube_b7b03824-e212-11e5-aac2-fb975155117f.html
http://www.sbnonline.com/article/lessons-for-parents-about-the-risks-their-children-face-on-social-media/
http://www.sbnonline.com/article/conflict-resolution-program-could-be-used-to-resolve-workplace-issues/
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20170430/CUSTOM/304309998/ohios-campus-disruption-act-students-beware
https://www.clemetrobar.org/CMBA_Prod/cmbadocs/About/News_Publications/Bar%20Journal%20archives/Sept2016_Bar_Journal-web.pdf
https://www.clemetrobar.org/CMBA_Prod/cmbadocs/About/News_Publications/Bar%20Journal%20archives/Sept2016_Bar_Journal-web.pdf
https://www.clemetrobar.org/CMBA_Prod/cmbadocs/About/News_Publications/Bar%20Journal%20archives/Sept2016_Bar_Journal-web.pdf
https://www.sheinthecle.com/moms/dos-and-donts-of-social-media/
https://www.ohiobar.org/ForPublic/Resources/LawYouCanUse/Pages/Title-IX-Addressing-Sexual-Discrimination-and-Violence-in-Schools.aspx


AWARDS

2026 Top 50 Women: Ohio Super Lawyers

The Best Lawyers in America®, Education Law, 2022 – 2027

Best Lawyers in America® Education Lawyer of the Year, 2025

Crain’s Cleveland Business, Notable Women in Law, 2024

Selected To Ohio Super Lawyers, 2021 – 2026

JD Supra Readers’ Choice Awards, Top Author, Education, 2024 – 2026

Best Lawyers in America® Education Lawyer of the Year 2022

Avvo Top Rated Lawyer, 2022

PROFESSIONAL & CIVIC INVOLVEMENT

Ohio State Bar Association

American Bar Association

Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates

Cleveland Academy of Trial Attorneys

Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association

Ohio Association for Justice

American Association for Justice

Families Advocating for Campus Equality

Stop Abusive & Violent Environments

Foundation for Individual Rights in Education

Certified Positive Discipline Educator

Society of Women Trial Lawyers

The Cleveland Institute of Art (2024 – Present)

Board of Directors

MEDIA MENTIONS

KOMO News (Seattle, WA) March 2025, Television segment

Fox News Rundown Podcast March 2025, National podcast appearance

WKMG News (Orlando, FL) May 2025, Television segment

Tests and the Rest Podcast May 2025, Student & education-focused podcast

Fox 5 Washington, D.C. June 2025, On-air commentary

Law School Toolbox Podcast August 2025, Legal education podcast

Judge halts U of C senior’s removal from student housing, Chicago Daily Law Bulletin, Nov.

11, 2022

Was This Professor Fired for having Tourette Syndrome?, The Nation, Nov. 2022

LSU could be experiencing increased sexual assaults during a six-week period known as the

Red Zone, LSU Reveille, Sep. 2021

No Shelter From Trouble For Students During Quarantine, Cleveland Metropolitan Bar

Journal, April 2021

Stone & Supler Discuss LSU Case With USA Today, USA Today, June 19, 2020
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https://www.crainscleveland.com/awards/susan-stone-notable-women-law-2024
http://kjk.com/2021/08/19/susan-stone-named-education-lawyer-of-the-year-by-best-lawyers-2022/
https://www.avvo.com/attorneys/44114-oh-susan-stone-504965.html
https://www.chicagolawbulletin.com/title-ix-sex-discrimination-homophobic-university-student-hostile-environment-20221111#:~:text=A%20University%20of%20Chicago%20senior,from%20requiring%20student%20John%20Doe
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/tourette-syndrome-lowell-handler/
https://www.lsureveille.com/news/lsu-could-be-experiencing-increased-sexual-assaults-during-a-six-week-period-known-as-the/article_2ac4e2be-167f-11ec-8bf3-5fe289a20c32.html
https://www.lsureveille.com/news/lsu-could-be-experiencing-increased-sexual-assaults-during-a-six-week-period-known-as-the/article_2ac4e2be-167f-11ec-8bf3-5fe289a20c32.html
https://indd.adobe.com/view/9f4bfe47-8585-4c91-ba52-54057241fb8d
http://kjk.com/2020/06/19/stone-supler-discuss-lsu-case-with-usa-today/


A suspended LSU football player files a federal lawsuit against the university, Louisiana Radio

Network, June 19, 2020

Former LSU football player suing to be reinstated to team, 24/7 Sports, June 18, 2020

Stone & Supler Discuss LSU Player’s Case With ESPN, ESPN, June 18, 2020

Stone & Supler Speak With The Advocate Regarding LSU Football Player’s Case, The

Advocate, June 18, 2020

Susan Stone and Kristina Supler interviewed about the future of education in the COVID-19

era and beyond, For the Defense With Brad Koffel, May, 17, 2020

Susan Stone and Kristina Supler interviewed about #MeToo showdown at Harvard, Law &

Crime Network, Jan. 17, 2020

Susan Stone interviewed about “unfair” process her client went through with Harvard,

Harvard Crimson, Nov. 7, 2019

Susan Stone and Kristina Supler interviewed for “Brian Ross Investigates” piece, “Has ‘MeToo’

Gone Too Far?”, Law & Crime Network, Sept. 26, 2019

Susan Stone and Kristina Supler interviewed about the “Red Zone” and sexual assault on

campus, Fox 8 News, Sept. 6, 2019

Susan Stone and Kristina Supler interviewed regarding investigation into UNC women’s

basketball program, CNN.com, April 2, 2019

Susan Stone and Kristina Supler interviewed about plea bargaining in sexual assault cases

following plea deal in Baylor University rape case, CNN.com, Dec.18, 2018

Susan Stone and Kristina Supler interviewed regarding Urban Meyer suspension at The Ohio

State University, 97.1 The Fan Sports Radio, Columbus, Aug. 23, 2018

Susan Stone and Kristina Supler interviewed related to case obtaining TRO for client to play

football in college, Associated Press coverage, Sept. 15, 2017
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https://louisianaradionetwork.com/2020/06/19/11826/
https://247sports.com/Article/LSU-football-player-suing-federal-court-reinstatement-Ed-Orgeron-Title-IX--148329052/
http://kjk.com/2020/06/18/stone-supler-speak-with-espn-regarding-lsu-football-players-case/
http://kjk.com/2020/06/18/stone-supler-speak-with-the-advocate-regarding-lsu-football-players-case/
http://kjk.com/2020/05/18/kjks-stone-supler-featured-on-for-the-defense-with-brad-koffel/
http://kjk.com/2020/05/18/kjks-stone-supler-featured-on-for-the-defense-with-brad-koffel/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/76-for-the-defense-with-brad-k-28209463/
http://kjk.com/2020/01/17/stone-supler-on-law-crime-network-metoo-showdown-at-harvard-the-damilare-sonoiki-case/
http://kjk.com/2020/01/17/stone-supler-on-law-crime-network-metoo-showdown-at-harvard-the-damilare-sonoiki-case/
http://kjk.com/2019/11/07/kjks-susan-stone-speaks-with-harvard-crimson-about-unfair-process-her-client-went-through-with-harvard-university/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9OL3R-XG9c8
https://fox8.com/2019/09/06/red-zone-first-weeks-of-college-most-dangerous-for-sexual-assault/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/02/us/unc-womens-basketball-team-what-we-know/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/02/us/unc-womens-basketball-team-what-we-know/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/12/17/us/baylor-rape-case-plea-deal/index.html
https://soundcloud.com/97-1-the-fan/susan-stone-kristina-supler-kohrman-jackson-krantz-llp-8-23-18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yL-8zJQHZyg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yL-8zJQHZyg

